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THE HILLSBORO COMMUNITY. 

The town of Hillsboro is located ln a rlch 

beautiful valley. it 1 ~ 

-*- s two and one-hni-p 

une naif miles from the 

nearest railroad station callea 8#- ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

° 8 ^ ^ ““ ““ th8t “*«- »«. lo the wilderness 

"" dBya - HillStor0 — -»* tor Richard Bin, <h 0 

pioneer from North Carolina, who built hi v, 

’ mio omit his home on a good 

farm in the neighborhood of Lobelia «, 

iia ' "is house was an un- 

usually good one lor that age. It was hunt of hewed logs 
end the spaoe Between the logs .as filled „ lt h nortar or mafl 
end then whitewashed. It had three porches, two tall ohim _ 
ey ?J _ani eight roons^JiSllls Creek was named for Mr. Hill 
and Because of his sterling worth, will sing or his glory 
= e long as its waters flow. rhe creek flows through a nar¬ 
row channel which increases its velocity until it plunges owe; 

a precipice sixty or more feet and creating the falls of Hill 
Creek. 


3rui ley's Creek named after the first settler, John 
—ru 1 iey, son o A Patrick Bruffey, the pioneer, a revolution¬ 
ary soldier under General Wayne, unites in time to flood 

lUth i;illS Creek where thei * waters sink under Lroop Mountain 
to appear again in the lower end of the Little revels. Rills 
Creelc lorms locust Creek and empties into the Greenbrier River 
’ aay or the nu nerous progeny of Richard Hill founded their 
homes in the Hillsooro Community. 


“ end 
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Ths majority or the people or the 

are or the Scotch-irish des " ° Co ^nity 

Irish descent, their chlQf pursuits 

agriculture and stock raisin* „ eing 

raising. Many rln . h „ 4s or m 

sfcsep, iron time immemorial, have been prop!ire<l 

marlets and at th. present time the rammers ere doming ” 
oused to the importamoe of pure bra3 atoo]£ _ 

Hillsboro has al„ ays been . r eli ElMS 6nd 

center. In extracts fro. the Journal of Bey. brands Asbnry 

we find that in the years Was. 1790 and me. he made three 

evangelistic tours through this section of the country coming 

up through Greenbr ier County each time and being entertain 

and preaching at the home of McNael in the Little Levels, going 

from there to the Drinnom home in the Hdray neighborhood. Hi/ 

course led from there to Cloverlich down through Tygarts Valley 

n Kamtolph County enroute to Morgantown. At the MC'eel home 

lively religious discussions were indulged m by the whole com- 

munity. 

Oai Grove rresbyterian Church was organised in the year 
1793. -he early records or the church were lost and no one 
remembers when it was built. A substantial orich structure 
was later built southeast of Hillsboro, where the cemetery is 
Kept up. The most distinguished ministers who served 
this church from 1820 to 1872 were Hev. Joseph Brown, Rev. *. 

uampbell, Hev. John S. Blain, Hev. Mitchell D. Dunlap, 
and nev. D. S. Gydenstricker. 

" eV ' (,,;urcn » a irame building, was built in the 

in tbe eartv S m 0r0> WIiere tile present church is now located, 
in me early ministry of Dr. D. S. Sydenstricker. He was' 
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st:cceeded by Rev. J. c. Johnson mv 

°n* p he trame church was 

torn down in 1*10 and a new church was built 

H Duiit. A new brick 

c urch now occupies the Rite w 

p ^ne site and bears the name -Oak Grove 

Church" in memory or the pioneer church m+h«»„K 

ouurcn although surrounded 

by a maple grove. 


m the early part or the eighteenth century a very 
important educational work flourished in what was then the 
village of Hillsboro. Under the supervision of Rev. Jos. 
Brown the brick Academy was built and contained one large 
central room and two wings. The name of Hillsboro was ab¬ 
andoned in deference to that of "Academy", so strong wes the 
school's imiuence on the minds and hearts of the people. 

In recent years the old name Hillsboro has been restored to 
the town. 


_ M * Dunla P ofpoca City, Oklahoma, remembering 
conversations heard in the home of his uncle Rev. M. D. 
Dunlap, thinks the first teacher ever in tne Hillsboro 


Community was a man by the name of Keenan, who taught more 
than a Qundrcu years ago. This teacher was considered a 
very learned man from the fact that he could read and write, 
sni had figured in the arithmetic as far as the rule of three. 
Ine next teacher was the Rev. John S. Blain, a Presbyterian 
preacner, a teacher, and a physician. Next came Rev. Joseph 
nrown whose gentle dhristian spirit greatly endeared him to 
people. It is thought that as he wes instrumental in 
building the new brick building that he was the first teacher 
• n i>.s •'■ells. Rev. D. Dunlap succeeded him and taught 


fron 1835 to 184-i m, , , 

■is school had a wide reputation among 


his pupils and enjoyed the patronage or the Lewises and 
Irwins of Kanawha County. The were also pupils from 
yayette. Greenbrier, Monroe, Bath, and Highland Counties. 

He taught throughout the entire year and sought the aid of 
the more advanced pupils, notably, Rev. Vto. T. Price and 
Rev. James Haines. 

Mr. Kelso of Pennsylvania, and Miss Priscilla Ramsey 

of --Ugusta County, Virginia, taught one session, and after 

% 

the close of school were married, and went to western Penn¬ 
sylvania to conduct a boarding school. Rev. Daniel A. 

Penick filled the position of teacher one. year, boarded at 
Colonel Paul McNeel’s, and the following autumn married the 
latter's eldest daughter. Rev. ihaereon taught two sessions, 

boarded at Colonel McNeel's and made a compass that ran a 

£ 

perfect line from the McHeel gate to the Academy. Miss May 
SprinkleT taught In the home of Colonel McNeel the first year 
of the Civil War and was bethrothed to John 3urgess the first 
nan from this community to be killed by the Northern soldiers 
in their initial raid through this country. 

From the foregoing, it is easy to understand why so 
many notable people came from this fine institution of learn¬ 
ing. The liv.es of Mr. Harraanius Stulting and family deserve 
special mention. They were natives of Holland, and to es¬ 
cape religious persecution, came to this country when it was 
in its infancy. They were valuable additions to the social 
life of the community and through their piety accomplished 
much good in this land of their adoption. Mir. Cornelius 


Stilting . eldest son in the family, was e fine teacher for 
nany years, and died not so many years ago. Mrs. Carrie 
Stulting Sydenstrlcker, a daughter of the family, gave her 
life as a missionary in China, being sent as a member of the 
i.ak Grove church. t>he was the wife of the missionary, 
ndrew Sydenstricker and the mother of the famous novelist, 

Fearl Buck. 

The first permanent settler in the Hillsboro com¬ 
munity was John l/.cNeel of Frederick County, Virginia. He 
came here in the year 1765. 

John McNeel built the White Pole Church on the hill 
set apart for the McNeel cemetery, the first church in the 
community. 

In the northern section of the Hillsboro community 
we have Mill Point, a small industrial village, including 
within its limits proper a store, a blacksmith shop, two flour 
mills, and three homes. ' aust above the village is a won¬ 
derful spring. The spring gushes forth so abundantly that 
it forms a miniture cataract. The water is so pure and cold 
that it is called the Blue Spring. There is a tradition that 
herds of buffalo formerly gathered in the valley facing the 
spring and drank from this water, and that it was from the 
stamping of the buffalo that "Stamping Creek" derived its name. 
Two of the tribes of Indians that frequented this region were 
the Ottawas and the Shawnees. Pontiac and Cornstalk were am¬ 
ong their leaders. The death of the Bridger boys is the 
most dramatic story or Indian cruelty we know or in connection 
with tha Mill Point fort. 
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